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The Wren Box
304 Williams
Bel Air
Private

If any house in Bel Air deserves the adjective "charming",
it is the Wren Box. This colonial revival house is not small,
but it looks petite despite the fact that it is built of stone.
The gable roof slopes down to form the porch roof, carried on
fluted doric columns. Fluted columns are rare in Town. The sun
porch on the south side nicely balances the mass of the front
porch and the deck railing provides a contrast to the rough stone
mass. Cottage features in the house include a dutch front door,
the tiny hexagonal bay on the rear, the gable hood supported on
strong curved brackets over the north back door, and the plank
shutters with diamond cut outs. The interior is equally charming
and quite roomy. The fireplace in the living room has a classical
wooden mantel matched by the one in the master bedroom upstairs.
The sun porch has a large stone fireplace back to back with the
living room one.
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This one and a half story, three bay, stone rubble house is at 304 Williams
Street in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. The rough stone quoins
and flat arches that top windows and doors sharply delineate the 1ittle house.
From the front (east) the slate roof slopes down to form the top of the front porch,
which is carried on fluted doric posts. A large shed-roofed double dormer breaks
the roof slope in the middle. It has a pair of 1/1 windows. The entrance is in
the middle bay of the front elevation, a Dutch door.

The south elevation has a large plain outside end chimney. The bottom half
of the chimney is obscured by a rectangular sunporch of tongue and groove with
a second story deck of square balusters and larger square posts. On the second
story the chimney stack is flanked by a door (west) and a window (east), each
having plank cottage shutters with a diamond cut out in the top. A pair of
ventilators flanks the chimney in the gable.

The back (west) elevation of the house is the most complex. Three casement
windows march across the second story. The first story has a tiny wooden hexagonal
bay window flanked by doors. The south door is set deeply and is flanked by
shutters matching those in the second story gable end. The north door is topped
by a gable-roofed hood on graceful solid brackets. North of that is the frame
gable-roofed dog house Bel Air uses to hide its basement doors.

The interior of the house is charming. There are three rooms and a bath on
the first floor: north 1living room, and south dining room with kitchen and powder
room behind. A 1ittle passageway (lighted by the bay window) connects kitchen
and 1iving room under the staircase.

The staircase is partially enclosed in the north wall of the living room. It
has a square newel and a few square balusters. The living room fireplace has a
classical mantel of square engaged colonettes on blocks leading to panels which
support the shelf. A matching panel is in the center of the frieze. Cupboards
in the sides of the chimney breast and built in bookcases complete the treatment.
There is a square opening between 1iving room and dining room with folding wooden
doors.

The door between the dining room and the kitchen has a round head with fan
tracery over 9 panes of glass over 4 panels. A similar door in the north half of
the same (west) wall leads to a cupboard. It formerly also lead to the kitchen
but was blocked up when that part of the kitchen was enclosed to make the powder
room.

A11 woodwork is plain. The windows are set flush with the outside wall plane
and are lined with panelled woodwork.

The tongue and groove sunporch reveals a massive fireplace back to back with
the Tiving room one.

The second story has three bedrooms, a bath, and a small chamber over a portion
of the kitchen which now has wooden access steps to the trap door to the attic.
This was the apartment kitchen. The master bedroom (south west chamber) has a
fireplace at an angle in the southeast corner. The mantel duplicates the one in
the Tiving room. There are two cupboards in the overmantel.

The southeast bedroom has built in cupboard and drawers in the east wall. The
drawers take advantage of what would otherwise be wasted space in the area over
the front porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This neo-classical cottage, at once elegant and cozy, is unique in Bel Air
for its combination of style and its stone building material. The other stone
neo-classical building from this period, the Evans, Greer House (210 Hall Street)
is haughty in comparison with this 1ittle house. Bel Air's houses once all had
fences. That of the Wren Box is nearly the only one left.

According to the present owner, Mrs. Jean Graybeal, Miss Josephine Amos
lived at Lake Fanny, and, after her house there burned, she bought this lot, had
the stone hauled up from Lake Fanny, and built this house. It is possible. There
are a lot of Amoses around that part of the county. At any rate, she bought this
Tot in Richardson's Addition from the Richardson heirs in 1914 (195/173) and
built the house. She sold it in 1942 to Walter B. Young (273/115). This house
makes a habit of being sold in the first year of a World War. After her husband's
death, Mrs. Young sold the little house to Jean Graybeal who lives just down the
street on the Kelly grounds.

The house had a second story apartment when Mrs. Graybeal bought it.
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This property occupies parcel #455 in the Town of Bel Air.
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Bel Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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